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SUBJECT: MAURITIUS WEEKLY REVIEW - JUNE 3 SUMMARY 

REF: PORT LOUIS 0578 

1 . AT ITS ANNUAL CONGRESS ON MAY 29 THE LABOR PARTY ELECTED 
A NEW AND YOUNG PRESIDENT, DEPUTY JAMES BURTY DAVID. A 
NEW CENTRAL COMMITTEE - COMPOSED OF ALL THE CURRENT LABOR 
MINISTERS, MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT, AND A FEW OLD PARTY 
STALWARTS - WAS ALSO CONFIRMED. OBSERVERS ARE CALLING IT 

A VICTORY FOR THE "OLD GUARD," AND SPECIFICALLY FOR THE 
JAGATSINGH (MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND SECRETARY GENERAL OF 
THE PARTY) FACTION. 
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2. PRIME MINISTER RAMGOOLAM SPOKE AT THE CONGRESS, SAYING, 

AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT THE LABOR PARTY FAVORED NATIONALIZING 
ONLY INEFFICIENT SECTORS OF THE ECONOMY AND THAT THE PMSD'S 
ACT OF JOINING WITH LABOR LAST DECEMBER IN A COALITION WAS 
PRAISEWORTHY BECAUSE IT WAS FOR THE GOOD OF THE COUNTRY. 

3. THIS STATEMENT SEEMED CALCULATED TO OFFSET SPECULATION 
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GENERATED BY AN ARTICLE APPEARING IN THE LOCAL PRESS ON 
MAY 27 WHICH REPORTED RAMGOOLAM'S SECOND THOUGHTS ABOUT THE 
COALITION WITH THE PMSD AND HIS BELIEF THAT AN ALLIANCE 
WITH THE MMM MIGHT HAVE SOME POLITICAL ADVANTAGES. 

4. THE MMM ALSO HELD AN IMPORTANT MEETING ON MAY 29 THAT 
GAVE A VOTE OF CONFIDENCE TO THE PARTY'S CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
AND SEVERELY CENSURED MMM DEPUTY HARISH RAMPHUL FOR HIS 
"LACK OF DISCIPLINE" AND REMARKS TO THE PRESS IN WHICH HE 
HAD CRITICIZED THE PARTY'S DICTATORIAL LEADERSHIP. 

5. IN A PRESS INTERVIEW LATER, RAMPHUL EXPRESS HIS 
INDIGNATION OVER THE MOTIONS TO CENSURE HIM AND CLAIMED THE 
ACCUSATIONS AGAINST HIM WERE "FALSE AND MALICIOUS." HE SAID 
HE WOULD REMAIN IN THE PARTY, HOWEVER. IF THE MMM SHOULD 
EXPEL HIM, HE INSISTED HE WOULD RESIGN FROM HIS SEAT IN 
PARLIAMENT RATHER THAN SWITCH TO THE LABOR PARTY. 

6. THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY RECESSED ON MAY 31 UNTIL 
OCTOBER 18. BEFORE ADJOURNING, THE BODY PASSED SEVEN LAWS, 

ONE OF WHICH WAS THE MARITIME ZONES ACT THAT ESTABLISHES A 
200 MILE ECONOMIC RESOURCE ZONE AND A 12 MILE TERRITORIAL SEA. 

THE MMM, UNDER BERENGER, ITS SECRETARY GENERAL, TOOK THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO RAISE THE DIEGO GARCIA CLAIM QUESTION AND 
THE NEED TO DEMILITARIZE THE INDIAN OCEAN. HE ALSO CALLED 

ON THE GOVERNMENT TO REFUSE ACCESS TO PORT LOUIS OF ALL 
FOREIGN WARSHIPS. 

7. THE PRIME MINISTER DEFENDED THE NEW LAW, AND THE 
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NECESSITY FOR MAURITIUS TO DEFEND ITS RIGHTS AGAINST "GREEDY 
AND SELFISH NATIONS" SUCH AS RUSSIA. THE TEXT OF THE NEW LAW 
(BEING POUCHED SEPARATELY) STEMS FROM AN AGREEMENT WORKED OUT 
WITH THE SEYCHELLES, FOLLOWING THE VISIT OF ITS PRIME 
MINISTER TO MAURITIUS LAST APRIL. 
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